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Origin of Life:
It Matters Where You Start
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'EXAMPLES:

(PARADIGM)

—>  [Mediation]

THEISTIC WORLDVIEW > SUPERNATURALISM > CREATIONISM

ATHEISTIC WORLDVIEW > NATURALISM > EVOLUTIONISM

Idviews and Philosophies

PHILOSOPHY —>» SCHOLARSHIP

—

[Expression]

WORLDVIEWS

or [T MATTERS WERE WE BEGIN T

WORLDVIEW:

THEISTIC

Resultant
PHILOSOPHY;

Reality -=

Controlled by:

Ungins

Hypotheses

SUPERNATURALISM
Matural World is a Realiny

Supemnatural Agent Whise
Laws are Dhscoverable

ATHEISTIC

NATURALISM

.15 the gnly Realin

Comtrolled by Matural Laws

Operating by Time/Chance

1} Inmtelligent Desion/Purpose

2] Catastrophism

APPLICATION;

1) Trme'Chanee Evolution

2} Uniformitarianism

v
INTERPRETATION O

L
NATURAL PHENOMENA
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Origins Hypotheses |

FAITH PRESUPPOSITIONS

SUPERNATURALISM NATURALISM
(o9 A
1 or
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND /=
FOSSILS v
MUTATIONS | S
BIOLOGICAL CHANGE H
NATURAL SELECTION E‘ L{‘,-
-y
(;.
e

ARISTOALE
350 B

RENAISSANCE
1 M= FHy

LINMNAELIS

1750

PALEY
1790

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

- LATIDER OF LIFE
> INANIMATE > PLANT —= INVERTEBRATE —~> VER]

> MAN

- "UGREAT CHAIN OF BEING®

= "FIXED LINKS*® |Everythmg has as Dixed place i the “order."]

= CLASSIFICATION OF SPECIES
- "FIXITY OF KINDS" — BUT "HYBRIDIZATHON"

> DESIGN IN NATURE; “WATCHMAKER ANALOGY”

PALEY
LAMARCEK
1800

DARWIN
1859

NEC-DARWINISM

777,
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
> DESIGN IN NATURE; “WATCHMAKER ANALOGY”

> SPECIES CHARGE OVER TIME ¢ g VESTIIIAL ORGANS

> s |52

> LGN OF SPECIES
= "NATURAL SELECTHIN CAN BRIMNG PERFECTIONT

= FRINCIPLES OF HEREDITY
>TRAITSCONTROLLED BY INHERITABLE “FACTORS’
> QUESTION: “HOW THEN COULD ORGANISMS EVOLVE?

REVISION IN LHHIT OF GENETICS
= EVOLLLITION CHARGE 1M ALLELE FREQUENCIES
IM GEME POOI
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Origins Hypotheses |

FAITH PRESUPPOSITIONS

SUPERNATURALISM

[,

NATURALISM

g i o
‘,": HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
R FOSSILS v
E D
A MUTATIONS o
T BIOLOGICAL CHANGE T
0 /|  NATURAL SELECTION ﬂ L
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FOSSIL TRACKS

FRESH TRACKS

1. WHAT?

2 HOW OLD 7

HYPOTHESIS:

TEST
HYFOTHESIS:

VERIFICATION:

IMPRESSIONS FROM OMNCE-
LIVIHG ORGANIEMS 1N ROCK

INFER FROM “DATING ROCKS"

TRACKES WERE MADE BY
ARCHAEHIPPLIE

MATCH FOSSIL IMPRINT
TO RECOMSTRUCTED BONES

IMPOEEIBLE

IMPRESSIONE IN MLID

LESS THAN 4 HOURS,
SINCE LAST RAMFALL

TRACKS WERE MADE BY
A& RACCOON

FOLLOW TRACKS TO
LOCATE LIVE RACCOON

TRACKS LEAD TO RACCOON

Limits of Science in Addressing Origins

B

1.

WVERIFICATION: MPOSSIBLE TRACKS LEAD TO RACCOON
HISTORICAL BIOLOGY  INDUCTIVE BIOLOGY

GO0AL UNDERSTAND PREHISTORIC ~ UNDERSTAND RECURRING
PHENOMENA FHENOMENA

HYPOTHESES  UMFALSIFIABLE FALSIFIABLE

INFLUENCE OF  VERY SUSCEPTIELE LIKEWISE, BUT

SPECULATIONS HYPOTHESES TESTABLE

WORLDWIEWS
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Fossil Record |

A, DRIGINS

HYPOTHESIS:

SIGNIFICANCE
OF GEOLOGIC
COLUMMN

. TIME "SCALE"

R 7777777
D FOSSILS ARE

RECORD OF..

EVOLUTION

UNIFORMITARIANISM

RESULT OF GRADUAL
DEPOSIT OF SEDIMENTS

MILLIONS OF YEARS

GRADUAL EVOLUTION

BY MATURAL SELECTION

CREATION

CATASTROFHISM

RESLILT OF SHORT-TERM
CATACLYSMIC "FLOOD,
FRESERYED ORG MATTER

THOLISANDS OF YEARS

A FEW CATASTROPHIC
BLIRIALS

Fossil Record

FOSSILS ARE
RECORD OF...

& PREDICTION

= QORYERVATIONS

GRADUAL EVOLUTION
BY MATURAL SELECTION

TRANSITIONAL FORMS:

SHOULD FIMNE: GRADUAL
TRANSITIONS FROM
SIMPLE —= COMPLEX

1} "MISEING LINEE"
I) "EXPLOSHING -

WHERE

B "LIVING FOSSILS —

NO “TRANSITIONAL FORMS’

EVOLUTION OR STASIS?

4) MASS EXTINCTIONS - NATURAL SELECTION?

A FEW CATASTROPHIC
BURIALS

SHOLLD FIND *GAPS”
BETWEEN "KINDS®

ARE “ANCESTORS?”

"HARD FACTS WALL"

California Academy of
Sciences Museum

San Francisco

Evolutionary Tree
with Missing
Transitional Forms
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*THE FACTS"

Representing Sudden
Appearance and
No Transitional Forms

Mumber of living orders
of terrestrial vertebrates

Mumber of living orders
of terrestrial vertebrates

found as fossils

Percentage fossilised

From: M. Denton 1986.
Evolution: Theory in Crisis

43

MNumber of living families
of terrestrial vertabratas

Mumber of living families
of terrestrial vertebrates

found as fossils

Percentage fossilised

_

Mumber of living families
of terrestrial vertabrates

Mumber of living families
of terrestrial veriebrates
tound as fossils

Percantage tossilised

Mumber of living families
of terrestrial vertebrates

axciuding birds

Murnber of living families
of terrestrial vercebrates
found as fossils excluding
biircds

_ Percentage fossilised

B T T T F T T LT 77T 7T ST

From: M. Denton 1986.
Evolution: Theory in Crisis

32

261

79.1%

178

166

a7 8%




Fossil Record Supports Creation
. FOSSILS ARE GRADUAL EVOLUTENN A FEW CATASTROPHIC

RECORD OF..

BY MATURAL SELECTION BURIALS

E. | TRANSITIONAL FORMS: |

= PREDHCTION:

» CIRSERVATICNS

SHOULD FIND GRADUAL SHOULD FIND “GAPS®
TRAMSITIONS FROM BETWEEN "KINDS®
SIMPLE —= COMPLEX

11 "MISSING LIMES" - NO“TRANSITIONAL FORMS'

11 "EXPLOSIONS" WHERE ARE “ANCESTORS?”

31 "LIVING FOSEILS" = EVOLUTION OR STASIS?

41 MASE EXNTINCTIONS - NATURAL SELECTION?




