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Origin of   Life:
It Matters Where You Start

BIO 100   Principles of Biology
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TABLE 1-4  Major Worldviews and Philosophies

MODEL:

WORLDVIEW PHILOSOPHY SCHOLARSHIP
(PARADIGM)

[Foundation] [Mediation] [Expression]

EXAMPLES:

THEISTIC WORLDVIEW   >  SUPERNATURALISM  >  CREATIONISM

ATHEISTIC WORLDVIEW  >  NATURALISM  >  EVOLUTIONISM
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Origin of Life
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

FOSSILS

MUTATIONS

BIOLOGICAL CHANGE

NATURAL SELECTION

SUPERNATURALISM NATURALISM

Origins  Hypotheses

FAITH  PRESUPPOSITIONS
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PALEY > DESIGN IN NATURE; “WATCHMAKER ANALOGY”
1790
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> TRAITS CONTROLLED BY INHERITABLE “FACTORS” 
> QUESTION:  “HOW THEN COULD ORGANISMS  EVOLVE? 

PALEY > DESIGN IN NATURE; “WATCHMAKER ANALOGY”
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Limits of Science in Addressing Origins

HISTORICAL BIOLOGY INDUCTIVE  BIOLOGY 
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Fossil Record
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Fossil Record

NO “TRANSITIONAL FORMS”

EVOLUTION OR STASIS?

NATURAL SELECTION?

WHERE ARE “ANCESTORS?”
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Origin of Life

440 
mya

530 
mya

570 
mya

530 560 
mya   mya

450 
mya

Evolutionary Tree
with Missing 

Transitional Forms
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Origin of Life

440 
mya

450 
mya

530 
mya

530 
mya

550 
mya

570 
mya

Representing Sudden 
Appearance  and 

No Transitional Forms
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From:  M. Denton  1986.  
Evolution: Theory in Crisis
From:  M. Denton  1986.  
Evolution: Theory in Crisis
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From:  M. Denton  1986.  
Evolution: Theory in Crisis
From:  M. Denton  1986.  
Evolution: Theory in Crisis
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NO “TRANSITIONAL FORMS”

EVOLUTION OR STASIS?

NATURAL SELECTION?

WHERE ARE “ANCESTORS?”

Fossil Record Supports Creation
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